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Workshop overview

This three-day workshop will address various essential and interlinked themes for advancing the
effective implementation of Part Ill of the BBNJ Agreement. measures such as Area-Based
Management Tools, including Marine Protected Areas. Participants will focus on conceptual and
methodological frameworks for establishing an ecologically representative and well-connected network
of area-based management tools, reflecting particularly on the principles laid out in Annex Il of the CBD
EBSA Decision (UNEP/CBD/COP/DEC/1X/20). Discussions will review scientific progress to support
these network criteria since their publication in 2008, as well as their relevance/application to BBNJ
Agreement implementation, including innovative planning approaches to ensure robust and
representative marine protection. Attention will then turn to refinement of draft definitions and indicators
for BBNJ Annex | criteria and best practices for understanding and using bioregionalisation in areas
beyond national jurisdiction - critical for guiding consistent, transparent, and science-based identification
of these management measures, including under a changing climate, and ensuring their ecological
representativity. By integrating these discussions, the workshop aims to contribute to more collaborative,

coherent, effective, and forward-looking ocean governance.
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Logistical information

Please refer to the workshop webpage for information on venue, travel and accommodation:
https://gobi.org/gobi-hssg-workshop-on-abmt-networks/

Venue: The workshop will take place in the Field Auditorium at Grainger Hall, Duke University, Durham,
North Carolina, USA. Sincere thanks to Pat Halpin and his team for hosting us.

Contact: If you need to contact us urgently during your travel or during your time in Durham, please use
the following numbers:

Vikki Gunn - mobile/WhatsApp +44 7745 170955
David Johnson - mobile /WhatsApp +44 7890 004180
Guillermo Ortufio Crespo - mobile /WhatsApp  +34 613 261 568

Online participation: For those joining us online please use the following Zoom details to connect —
the link is the same for each day of the workshop. Please do not share this link with others.

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/89123008562?pwd=za8tlyC3zI0VFBIbC8b6yAD7Yu5rsb.1
Meeting ID: 891 2300 8562
Passcode: 417516

Background materials

Useful background documents, including two white papers that set the foundation for discussions on
Day 2, are available on the workshop webpage.

Workshop confidentiality

We hope that this workshop will provide a forum for open and transparent discussion. It will operate
under Chatham House rules. If you are a social media user, please respect the sensitivities of the
workshop discussions and exercise discretion in what you choose to post. If you are a presenter at the
workshop and do not wish people to share your content on social media, please make this clear at the
start of your presentation or on individual slides.
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DAY 1: Wednesday 12 March 2025

Chair: David Johnson

Session 1: Welcome & introduction (09.00 - 10.30)

e Opening remarks: Welcome from David Johnson (GOBI Coordinator), Guillermo Ortufio
Crespo (HSSG co-lead), Pat Halpin (Duke University) and Jonathan Kelsey (Bloomberg Ocean
Fund).

e Workshop overview: Present the workshop objectives and agenda, outlining major themes,
expected outcomes and how each day’s activities fit together.

e Participant introductions: Roundtable for all attendees to share their roles and goals for the
workshop.

e Context (David Johnson and Guillermo Ortufio Crespo): Overview of the BBNJ Agreement and
relevant global targets (e.g., KM-GBF); reflections on the combined importance of CBD network
(IX/20 Annex 1) criteria and BBNJ Annex | criteria refinement for effective conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity in ABNJ. Reflect on BBNJ Art. 17: “The objectives of this Part
are to: (a) Conserve and sustainably use areas requiring protection, including through the
establishment of a comprehensive system of area-based management tools, with ecologically
representative and well-connected networks of marine protected areas; [...]".

e Q&A, discussion.

-- Coffee break (10.30 - 11.00) --

Session 2: Scientific foundations for ABMT/MPA networks (11.00 - 13.00)

e Biodiversity criteria development (presentation by Daniel Dunn; 15 mins): Review the
development of various biodiversity protection criteria and approaches, including climate
change considerations

e CBD IX/20, Annex Il criteria (presentation by Pat Halpin; 15 mins): Stocktake of scientific
progress and discussion of challenges, knowledge gaps and opportunities for implementing the
CBD network criteria.

e Criteria review (led by David Johnson): For each criterion we will address: i) a stocktake of
scientific progress since 2008; ii) how new tools can be applied to advance the science further;
and iii) persistent gaps and future research needs.

i) Ecologically or biologically significant areas: opportunity to reflect on the COP16 EBSA
Decision and how this provides an opportunity to incorporate more species and habitat data
needed to determine different metrics of ecological coherence as well as accepting that
existing EBSAs can/should form the basis of a network. How can the need for effective
networks inform EBSA workshops going forward?

ii) Representativeness: of selected species and habitats (i.e. threatened and declining priority
species). What is the role for predictive habitat modelling? To be representative an MPA
network needs to protect the range of marine biodiversity found in our seas, including
elements of conservation importance that are known to be rare, threatened or declining.

iii) Connectivity: the extent to which populations in different parts of a species range are linked
by the movement of eggs, larvae or other propagules, juveniles or adults - i.e. more than
proximity. To include migratory connectivity work and efforts to understand larval
connectivity.
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-- Lunch break (13.00 - 14.30) --

Session 2 (cont.): Scientific foundations for ABMT/MPA Networks (14:30
- 16:00)

iv) Replicated ecological features: Replication is the protection of the same feature across
multiple sites within the MPA network, taking biogeographic variation into account. Thus all
features to be conserved should be replicated and replicates should be spatially separate.
Consideration should be given to broad-scale replication and distribution across bathymetry
classes and bioregions

v) Adequate and viable sites: Adequacy refers to both the overall size of an MPA network and
the proportion of each feature protected within the MPA network. For an individual MPA to
be viable it must be able to maintain the integrity of its features (population of species or
condition and extent of the habitat) and be self-sustaining throughout natural cycles of
variation. Viability is determined by the size and shape of individual MPAs in conjunction
with their effective management.

-- Coffee break (16:00 - 16:30) --

Session 2 (cont.) Scientific Foundations for ABMT/MPA Networks (16:00
—17:00)

e Reflections on relevance of outcomes from previous GOBI workshops (Santa Cruz, Nov 2022;
online, Sept 2024) (presenter Vikki Gunn)
e Discussion on synergies between EBSA Annex Il criteria and BBNJ Annex | — including where
criteria have both site and network definitions (facilitator David Johnson).
e EBSA Annex Il criteria illustrations - presentations on examples of network evaluations (10 mins
each):
- Janos Hennicke — Baltic Sea
- Linda Harris — South Africa
- Debbie Hembury — NE Atlantic

Wrap-up of Day 1 (17:00 — 17:15)

e Summary of key insights from the day.
e Preview of Day 2 objectives and activities. Collective discussion on clustering of BBNJ Annex |
criteria into working group themes for Day 2.
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DAY 2: Thursday 13 March 2025

Chair: Guillermo Ortufio Crespo

Session 3: BBNJ indicative criteria definitions & indicators (09:00 — 12:30)

e Focus: In-depth review of the 22 BBNJ Annex | criteria with an emphasis on reviewing past
definitions from other frameworks and agreements, as well as the identification of potential
indicators for each variable, including how these may be impacted by climate change.
Breakout Groups: Comment, recommend, and review definitions and indicators.

Plenary Session: Share group findings and build consensus on criteria.

09:00 — 09:30 (presenter Guillermo Ortufio Crespo): Introduction to the structure of the BBNJ Annex |
indicative criteria white paper and objectives of Session 3, with the intention of providing expert scientific
opinion to the BBNJ Scientific & Technical Body on how to interpret and operationalise the Annex |
criteria. For example, the balance between empirical and modelled data, between precaution and best
available science, and the contribution of different knowledge systems.

09:30 — 10:45: First criteria definition and indicator review session — breakout groups
-- Coffee break (10:45 — 11:15) --
11:15 - 12:30: Second criteria definition and indicator review session — breakout groups

-- Lunch break (12:30 — 13:30) --

Session 3 (cont.): BBNJ indicative criteria definitions & indicators (13:30 —
15:00)

Plenary discussion of proposed definitions and indicators for 22 BBNJ Annex | indicative criteria; report
back from breakout groups.

- Are there overlaps and gaps in the current suite of criteria?

- Are there any areas of the ocean that don’t meet one of the criteria? Discussion on merits of
hierarchy/prioritisation of criteria.

- Consider how to facilitate a process/operationalise the criteria rather than providing a definitive
solution.

-- Coffee break (15:00 — 15:30) --
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Session 4: Stocktake of bioregionalisation efforts and best practices
(15:30 — 17:15)

This session will assess existing bioregionalisation efforts and explore best practices for advancing
future initiatives under the BBNJ Agreement. It will feature concise presentations followed by targeted
discussions to identify challenges, opportunities and pathways for action.

e Presentations (60 minutes): Overview of key regional bioregionalisation efforts, highlighting
methodologies, data layers, and lessons learned. Presenters (10 mins each):

Piers Dunstan and Skip Woolley: Indian Ocean

Matt Bennion (TBC): South Pacific

Susie Grant: Antarctica

Philippe Koubbi: Subantarctic Indian project

Isaac Brito Morales: Considerations of climate change, the vertical dimension and SCP

e Plenary discussion (45 minutes), reflecting on the presentations, will address:

Challenges, such as the impact of climate change on bioregionalisation and boundary
delineation.

Trade-offs between biodiversity-based and environmental data-driven approaches, with
emphasis on addressing data gaps and improving methodologies.

Identification of regions with high potential for bioregionalisation studies, focusing on
both pelagic and benthic ecosystems.

Strategies for engaging stakeholders in regional and global-scale efforts

Actionable recommendations and priorities for future bioregionalisation initiatives.

Wrap-up of Day 2 (17.15 - 17.30)

e Summary of progress of Day 2.
e Preview of Day 3 sessions.
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DAY 3: Friday 14 March 2025

Chair: Pat Halpin

Session 5: Best practices and roadmap for BBNJ bioregionalisation (09:00
—10:30)

This plenary discussion session will focus on the key considerations for the bioregionalisation of areas
beyond national jurisdiction. Specifically, we will address:

Integrating existing regional bioregionalisation efforts

Identifying key variables, examining current pelagic and benthic efforts, and highlighting
knowledge gaps

Determining appropriate methodological approaches, including their strengths, limitations, and
gaps

Accounting for spatial biophysical and biodiversity distributions in bioregionalisation strategies
How best to account for shifts induced by climate change

Exploring pathways to operationalise bioregionalisation (e.g., lessons from CCAMLR)
Comparing global, hybrid, and regional approaches, with particular attention to delineating
regions and engaging stakeholders

Identify existing or potential intermediate resources (e.g. research on mesopelagic regions) that
could be used to help stakeholders become accustomed to understanding potential ABMT
proposals from a representativity perspective

By covering these topics, we aim to establish a cohesive understanding of the critical factors necessary
for effective bioregionalisation beyond national jurisdiction.

-- Coffee break (10:30 — 11:00) --

Session 6: Exploring methodologies for network design in ABNJ (11:00 —
12:30)

Overview (presenter Daniel Dunn; 20 mins): Examine previous network design efforts, relevant
data layers and potential new applications, in the context of information presented during the
workshop.

World cafe-style discussion on the following topics (50 mins):

Q1: Can a global network ‘masterplan’ complement the efforts of ‘BBNJ early mover’ States?
What are the potential challenges?

Q2: What are the pros and cons of a global vs regional-scale approach? What knowledge gaps
are hindering our ability to address connectivity in network design? Who are the stakeholders
and how can/should they be engaged?

Q3: Should network design be within the remit of the BBNJ STB and if so how should/could it
be implemented? If not the STB, then who?

Report back to plenary (20 mins)
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-- Lunch break (12:30 — 13:30) --

Session 7: Implications of workshop outcomes (13:30 — 15:00)

What are the implications for the three key workshop topics?

EBSA process forward look (David Johnson/Vikki Gunn): Next steps for the EBSA process
following the COP16 outcome; implications of workshop discussions for the future EBSA
process. Integration with BBNJ processes?

BBNJ process (Guillermo Ortufio Crespo): Are the BBNJ Annex | indicative criteria as they
stand fit for purpose, and at what scale?

Bioregionalisation (Guillermo Ortufio Crespo): How can bioregionalisation support
conservation and management in the ocean?

Research priorities for the science community (Pat Halpin): Reflect on priority topics that
have emerged from workshop discussions (we will keep a running list on a whiteboard through
the workshop).

Workshop actions:

Opportunities to engage with BBNJ process: Discuss opportunities to contribute workshop
outcomes to BBNJ negotiations and consider how to align workshop outcomes with
implementing Part Il of the BBNJ Agreement. How can we most effectively feed into the
process?

Publication of workshop outcomes: Decide on dissemination methods - such as peer-
reviewed articles, policy briefs, and reports tailored to policymakers, NGOs, and regional
bodies. Establish working groups to draft and review publications with clear deadlines.

Broadening stakeholder engagement: Develop strategies to include underrepresented
groups like small island developing states and indigenous communities. Utilize virtual events,
social media, and partnerships to enhance outreach and engagement.

Sustaining momentum: Strategy for ongoing collaboration leading up to the BBNJ PrepCom
and beyond.

Final Q&A: Address outstanding questions and confirm next steps.

Concluding statements from GOBI and HSSG leads.
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